Hepatitis B surface antigen in pregnant women.
Screening of HBsAg in 289 randomly selected normal pregnant women was done with counterelectrophoresis. Ten percent were found to be HBsAg positive. All of the 289 cord blood samples were HBsAg negative. Babies born to the HBsAg positive mothers were followed 2-8 months (average 3.5 months) after delivery and 37.5% were positive for HBsAg. Accordingly, the vertical transmission of HBsAg was postulated to occur during labor or after birth.